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The hearing included testimony from James Sullivan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Services

at the International Trade Administration (ITA), who indicated that all teams in the ITA’s Office

of Digital Services Industries have met, on multiple occasions, with members of the Biden-

Harris transition team, and have prepared a transition memorandum on the state of play

around the Privacy Shield. Peter Swire of the Cross-Border Data Forum emphasized the need

to negotiate a short-term deal, potentially for one year, before January 20, that would expire

and meet the goals of both the EU and U.S.

Members also emphasized the need to assess how a comprehensive federal privacy law could

assist efforts to develop a successor data transfer framework. Given California’s passage of

Proposition 24, the California Privacy Rights Act of 2020 (CPRA) ballot initiative, Sen. Richard

Blumenthal (D-CT) expressed optimism that the 117th Congress can make “significant progress”

on privacy. Ranking Member Cantwell expressed commitment to resolving issues between her

and Chairman Wicker’s own privacy proposals next year.

Members on both sides of the aisle, such as Sens. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) and Gary Peters

(D-MI), expressed concern that elimination of the Privacy Shield could result in the global

adoption of data localization. Moving forward, there was general consensus among Members

and witnesses that the U.S. must work towards a long-term goal of addressing underlying

intelligence gathering issues and work toward building consensus among like-minded

countries.

1

https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/natasha-g-kohne
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/taylor-daly


Categories

Federal Privacy Policy Privacy Shield

© 2025 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. This document is

distributed for informational use only; it does not constitute legal advice and should not be used as such.

Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Akin is the practicing name of Akin Gump LLP, a New

York limited liability partnership authorized and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under

number 267321. A list of the partners is available for inspection at Eighth Floor, Ten Bishops Square,

London E1 6EG. For more information about Akin Gump LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and

other associated entities under which the Akin Gump network operates worldwide, please see our Legal

Notices page.

2

https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/ag-data-dive?bc=1012824
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/ag-data-dive?bc=1039899

